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Alicia Sanchez Wins Jack Green 

Awards Ceremony, Annual Dinner April 9 

For over two decades, the ACLU of Sonoma County has 
presented the Jack Green Civil Liberties Award to community 

members who have transformed their deep commitment to 
civil liberties, human rights and social justice into action result-
ing in significant local impact. Longtime labor and social activ-
ist Alicia Sanchez will receive the 2010 award at our Awards 

Ceremony and Annual Dinner.                                                                       
 

By Rick Coshnear  
     A decision is pending before Judge 
Phyllis Hamilton of the U.S. District Court 
of Northern California on the next phase 
of the lawsuit filed by the ACLU of North-
ern California against Sonoma County, 
Sheriff Bill Cogbill, a sheriff’s deputy, the   
Bureau of Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE), and three ICE officers. 
     The suit was filed in September 2008 
on behalf of the Committee for Immigrant 
Rights of Sonoma County and three indi-
vidual plaintiffs.  
     It alleges that collaboration between 
the Sheriff’s Department and its Multi-
Agency Gang Enforcement Team with 
ICE has involved racial profiling and un-
reasonable searches and seizures on the 
street, and unlawful use of immigration 
detainers or holds at the county jail. 
     One round of motions to dismiss the 
suit has been completed and one round is 
pending in which the government replies 
to our oppositions before Judge Hamilton 
makes her decision.     
(See Sheriff-ICE, Page 4)                                                         

Aundré Herron is a very seri-
ous person. Aundré Herron is a very 
funny person. By day she works tire-
lessly for the California Appellate Pro-
ject, where she serves as Senior Staff 
Attorney, working with inmates on 
California’s death row and counsel 
appointed to represent them. At night 
she is award-winning standup come-
dian Aundré the Wonder Woman, 
mixing politics and the human condi-
tion with humor in front of audiences 
across America. 

You will get to see both sides of 
Aundré Herron on Friday, April 9, as 

we proudly present her as the key-
note speaker at our 2010 Awards 
Ceremony and Annual Dinner. Her 
keynote address The Death Pen-
alty: Where Are We Now and 
Where Are We Going? will bring us 
up to date on the status of the death 
penalty in California and what we 
can do to keep executions from re-
starting in California. 
     The Awards Ceremony and An-
nual Dinner is the Sonoma Chap-
ter’s only fundraising event. The  
chapter will be honoring longtime 
activist Alicia Sanchez with its Jack 
Green Civil Liberties Award. The  

three-course dinner 
featuring fine wines, 
a raffle, community 
groups tabling and 
a roomful of people 
celebrating civil lib-
erties. It all adds up 
to a terrific evening 
and allows your 
chapter to stay 
strong. Become a 
sponsor or place an 

ad in the program. It all helps your 
local chapter.  

Aundré holds a master’s degree   

Aundre the 

Wonder 

Woman 

   Alicia Sanchez 

             (See Awards, Page 2) 

The daughter of farm workers, Alicia 
was born in El Paso, Texas, and her 
family lived in poverty as they moved 
throughout Texas, New Mexico, and 
Arizona before moving to Santa Rosa 
in 1969. Her father always empha-
sized the importance of education, but 
their constant moving often forced 
Alicia to repeat grades. As a child in 
elementary school, teachers would hit 
her and other Latino students if they 
were “caught” speaking Spanish. 
Other students would laugh at her 
because of her thick accent. This 
caused her to be ashamed of “who 
she was” and made her very shy.  
   At Santa Rosa High School she was 
assigned to read a poem and give a 
report before her English class. Ex-
pecting to be laughed at because of 
her accent, she was surprised that  

she was well received and learned 
that “when you speak from your 
heart, people will listen and under-
stand you.” She lost her shyness that 
day and was  later elected student 
body class secretary. Her ability to 
reach people by speaking from her 
heart made her an effective leader in 
her future struggles. 

    After seeing a film about poverty 
at the University of Colorado, she 
realized that many in the past “who 
fought to open the doors of college 
for her” made it possible for her to be 
there. She immediately went to a 
United Farm Workers picket line out-
side a liquor store boycotting Gallo 
wine, and “a Chicana was born – a 
politically conscious Latina.” 

        (See Alicia, Page 2) 

Sheriff-ICE suit awaits 
judge’s next ruling 
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She earned a degree in political science, 
graduated from Hastings College of the Law and 
went to work for the UFW. Cesar Chavez felt all 
the people in the UFW should live like farm work-
ers so Alicia was paid $15 a week and expenses 
as she followed workers picking crops and repre-
sented fired workers at hearings before Califor-
nia’s Agricultural Labor Relations Board. It was 
there that she met her future husband, Newman 
Strawbridge, an investigator for the board.  

In 1981 she and Newman moved to Oxnard, 
where she helped the African-American commu-
nity fight to save a public health clinic from being 
closed, helped stop elimination of school buses 
from the neighborhood and conducted voter reg-
istration and get-out –the-vote drives. 

  In 1986, Newman, Alicia and their son Chava 
moved to Santa Rosa, where she worked for 
California Human Development Corp. They and 
other activists, working for months without pay, 
formed the Sonoma County Industrial Union 
(SCIU) after discovering that Mexican workers 
lacked representation. 

  Known for her fiery speeches, Alicia inspired 
the workers and brought in community members 
to join picket lines.  

 “I believe that when an employer looks out his 
window he should see a rainbow; a black person, 
a brown person and a white person,” she said.  

SCIU’s contracts were the first for a predomi-
nantly Latino workforce in Sonoma County.  

She and Newman later divorced and Alicia 
moved on to work with SEIU, the Hotel and Res-
taurant Workers and the California Nurses Asso-
ciation. 

 Alicia has been an activist working on many 
issues affecting the Latino community as well as 
an advocate for nonviolence. Throughout her 
career she would speak to students to pass on 
her father’s message of the importance of educa-
tion and to empower them to work for a better life 
for themselves and others. 

She is a founding member of Pueblos Unidos 
and the Instituto Sanchez-Mendoza that pro-
motes leadership development of immigrant 
workers through participatory education. She is a 
longtime member of Mujeres Unidas, which ad-
dresses Latino issues. She is active in Women in 
Black, demonstrating every Friday for nonvio-
lence.  

She is now married to Bernie Hovden, with 
whom she has a 14-year-old son Joshua and 
lives in Sebastopol. 

 
 

degree in African-American Studies and a Juris 
Doctor degree from the Boston University 
School of Law.  Following graduate school, 
Aundré taught African-American History and 
Literature and served as assistant director of a 
residential drug treatment facility. After receiv-
ing her JD, she lectured at the University of 
Missouri School of Law and served as an as-
sistant prosecuting attorney in Missouri, where 
she tried over 35 cases. 

In 1984, she was appointed Trial Advo-
cacy Instructor at the National Institute for Trial 
Advocacy. She played a key role on a Kansas 
City, Missouri, task force on Black-on-Black 
homicide and presented the findings at the 
First International Criminology Conference in 
Havana in 1989.    

After her work as a trial lawyer, Aundré 
lectured in legal research and writing, criminal 
law, and trial advocacy, while serving as Direc-
tor of Student Services at the District of Colum-
bia School of Law. In 1991, she joined  the 
California Appellate Project.  

In addition to her unique perspective from 

serving on both sides of the criminal justice 
system, Aundré brings the insight of someone 
who has lost more than one family member to 
the homicide epidemic in America. She is affili-
ated with Murder Victims Families for Recon-
ciliation and serves on the Board of Directors 
for Death Penalty Focus, a nationally recog-
nized anti-death penalty organization. She is 
also a former member of the Board of Directors 
for the ACLU of Northern California. In 2004, 
she was elected to the ACLU National Board of 
Directors, and serves on the National ACLU 
Executive Committee. 

In November 2000, a national coalition of 
anti-death penalty organizations honored her 
for Outstanding Legal Service at the 
“Committing To Conscience” conference held 

in San Francisco. She is featured in the 2005 
independent film “Outside In,” which explores 
the death penalty through the eyes of people 
who regularly visit inmates on California’s 
death row. She is the recipient of the 2008 
“Stand Up For Justice Award,” bestowed by 

Death Penalty Focus for her work to abolish 
the death penalty. 

So come join us. It’ll be great!  
If your local group would like to 

table, please call us at 765-5005. 
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For a  fuller version of Alicia’s life 

story please visit our website at: 

    www.aclusonoma.org/ 

   Concerned about racial profiling 
and hardships for working people, 
members of the Chapter Board 
met with Santa Rosa Police Chief 
Tom Schwedhelm  and three of 
his assistants Jan. 15 to discuss 
police impoundment of vehicles. 
    Board Members Steve Fabian 
and Marty McReynolds were 
joined by Amalia Greenberg 
Delgado of the ACLU of Northern 
California, Michael Kaufman of 
the Lawyers Committee for Civil 
Rights of the San Francisco Bay 
Area and Santa Rosa attorney 
Alicia Roman. 
     The ACLU team urged Chief 
Schwedhelm to review police pol-
icy on drivers caught without li-
censes or registration, which 
leads to 30-day impoundment of 
vehicles at a cost of $2,000. The 
minor infraction often deprives 
whole families of their only means 
of transportation to work and 
school, a burden that falls most 
heavily on immigrants and people 
in lower income brackets. 
  The ACLU  pointed out the con-
stitutional issues involved in arbi-
trary seizure and suggested alter-
natives to impoundment where 
the car may be left parked in a 
safe place or a licensed driver is 
available to remove the vehicle 
before it is impounded.  
        Schwedhelm said he was satisfied 
with current policies but agreed to look at 
documentation ACLU will provide.        
      The meeting was one of several the 
police chief held with civic groups that 
had protested the impoundment policy. 
      If someone you know has suf-
fered hardships from having a car 
impounded, we need to hear the 
story. Please contact  us at 765-
5005 or aclu@sonic.net 
  

ACLU, Santa Rosa 
police chief discuss 

 car impounds 
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     After a parent contacted the ACLU 
of Northern California about his son 
being taught abstinence-only sex edu-
cation by Free to Be at Brookhaven 
Middle School in Sebastopol, ACLU 
Organizer Alicia Walters has been 
meeting with parents, youth and other 
community groups to ensure that 
young people are receiving information 
about their sexual health that is based 
on science, not ideology.  

Free to Be is a Santa Rosa-based nonprofit 
whose purpose is to teach abstinence-only to 
students in grades 7-12. It claims to have 
taught in almost every middle and high school 
in Sonoma County (see our website for the list 

of schools). 
ACLU-NC obtained a copy of what Free to 

Be teaches and the methods used through a 
request to Petaluma Schools after a request to 
Free to Be was unproductive.   

Last May 5,  the Sonoma County Office of 
Education notified all 40 Sonoma County 
school districts that Free To Be violated state 
law and should not be taught in public schools. 

California law requires that all sex education 
be medically accurate, free of bias and compre-
hensive, including age-appropriate information 
about abstinence, condoms, sexually transmit-
ted infections and contraception in grades 7-12. 
Included is the requirement that students be 
taught that abstinence is the only certain way to 

avoid unintended pregnancy.  
On June 3, the ACLU-NC wrote all Sonoma 

County school districts asking that they stop 
teaching abstinence-only education and has 
been working with some to update their sexual 
education program to comply with state law. 

A study published in the April 2008 Journal of 
Adolescent Health shows that students who 
received comprehensive sex education were 
half as likely to become pregnant as students 
who received abstinence-only sex education. 

If you're interested in making sure 
students in this county receive only 
accurate sexual education, contact us 
at 765-5005 or email Alicia Walters 
at awalters@aclunc.org  

Why Free to Be is Wrong to Be taught in our schools 

⅓ & ½  PAGE ADS: 

B&W Camera Ready PDF 
OR JPEG Formats 

300-600 PPI 



.  An important success at this point has been 
the court’s recognition that the Committee for 
Immigrant Rights has standing to sue these 
agencies and individual officers for injunctive 
relief, assuming the facts are as they have 
been alleged. The relief being sought is an 
order to stop the unlawful practices (the Com-
mittee does not seek to win monetary dam-
ages).     
     The federal and local governments have 
attempted to persuade the court that the plain-
tiffs’ allegations are too vague or fail to meet 
the standards to sue for violations of equal 
protection, due process and the Fourth Amend-
ment. The complaint has been amended to 
meet some of these objections, while others 
remain to be decided by the judge.  The federal 
and local governments have also claimed that 
the court must defer to the ICE interpretation of 
the statutes and regulations that govern its 
practice, such as the detention of individuals in 
jail without any showing of probable cause or 
flight risk. The ACLU has argued that the court 
must not defer to an unreasonable interpreta-
tion.   
     A hearing on these arguments is set for Feb. 

19.  If the judge approves the complaint, the 
case will move into the fact-finding stage with 
discovery of records and determination of which 
claims may move forward to trial, based on the 
evidence.            
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Attention, teachers  

and community groups.  

We have speakers.   

Let us know at 765-5005 or  

aclu@sonic.net 

if you’d like a speaker on student 

rights, immigrant rights, on deal-

ing with police, on ACLU history 

or other civil liberties issues. 
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Sheriff-ICE suit awaits judge’s next ruling (Continued from Page 1) 

The ACLU of Sonoma County 
meets the 3rd Monday of the 
month at 7 p.m. Come join us! 

Peace & Justice Center 
460 Sebastopol Ave., Santa Rosa 

ACLU of Sonoma County 
Board of Directors 
Marty McReynolds, Chair 
Rick Coshnear, Vice Chair 

Nancy Palandati, Secretary 
Marcus Borgman, Treasurer 

Steve Fabian, 
 ACLU-NC Representative 

Ann Gray Byrd 
Patricia W. Hall 

Evan Livingstone 
Judith Volkart 

 
Sonoma Civil Liberties is a publication of the Sonoma 
County Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union, an 
affiliate of the ACLU of Northern California and a nonprofit 
organization. Publication is four times each year – Spring, 
Summer, Fall, Winter. Content represents the views of 
Sonoma County ACLU and its Board of Directors. 

In Memoriam 

   We mourn the loss of two outstanding 
defenders of civil rights in Sonoma 
County. 
    Russell Jorgensen, 92, died Nov. 4 
in his Nevada City home, surrounded by 
loving family including Mary, his wife 
of more than 68 years. Russ and Mary 
were longtime ACLU supporters and 
the first recipients of the Jack Green 
Civil Liberties Award in 1989. 
    June Swan, 82, a former Chapter 
board member, died Jan. 15 in the arms 
of her granddaughter, Julie White, a 
resident of Forestville.  
     “She was super liberal, a total free 
spirit,” her granddaughter said.  “She 
was always this advocate of every-
body.” 


