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Sheriff-1CE suit awaits
judge’s next ruling
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degree in African-American Studies and a Juris
Doctor degree from the Boston University
School of Law. Following graduate school,
Aundré taught African-American History and
Literature and served as assistant director of a
residential drug treatment facility. After receiv-
ing her JD, she lectured at the University of
Missouri School of Law and served as an as-
sistant prosecuting attorney in Missouri, where
she tried over 35 cases.

In 1984, she was appointed Trial Advo-
cacy Instructor at the National Institute for Trial
Advocacy. She played a key role on a Kansas
City, Missouri, task force on Black-on-Black
homicide and presented the findings at the
First International Criminology Conference in
Havana in 1989.

After her work as a trial lawyer, Aundré
lectured in legal research and writing, criminal
law, and trial advocacy, while serving as Direc-
tor of Student Services at the District of Colum-
bia School of Law. In 1991, she joined the
California Appellate Project.

In addition to her unique perspective from

She earned a degree in political science,
graduated from Hastings College of the Law and
went to work for the UFW. Cesar Chavez felt all
the people in the UFW should live like farm work-
ers so Alicia was paid $15 a week and expenses
as she followed workers picking crops and repre-
sented fired workers at hearings before Califor-
nia’s Agricultural Labor Relations Board. It was
there that she met her future husband, Newman
Strawbridge, an investigator for the board.

In 1981 she and Newman moved to Oxnard,
where she helped the African-American commu-
nity fight to save a public health clinic from being
closed, helped stop elimination of school buses
from the neighborhood and conducted voter reg-
istration and get-out —the-vote drives.

In 1986, Newman, Alicia and their son Chava
moved to Santa Rosa, where she worked for
California Human Development Corp. They and
other activists, working for months without pay,
formed the Sonoma County Industrial Union
(SCIU) after discovering that Mexican workers
lacked representation.

Known for her fiery speeches, Alicia inspired
the workers and brought in community members
to join picket lines.

“| believe that when an employer looks out his
window he should see a rainbow; a black person,
a brown person and a white person,” she said.
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serving on both sides of the criminal justice
system, Aundré brings the insight of someone
who has lost more than one family member to
the homicide epidemic in America. She is affili-
ated with Murder Victims Families for Recon-
ciliation and serves on the Board of Directors
for Death Penalty Focus, a nationally recog-
nized anti-death penalty organization. She is
also a former member of the Board of Directors
for the ACLU of Northern California. In 2004,
she was elected to the ACLU National Board of
Directors, and serves on the National ACLU
Executive Committee.

In November 2000, a national coalition of
anti-death penalty organizations honored her
for Outstanding Legal Service at the
“Committing To Conscience” conference held

in San Francisco. She is featured in the 2005
independent film “Outside In,” which explores
the death penalty through the eyes of people
who regularly visit inmates on California’s
death row. She is the recipient of the 2008
“Stand Up For Justice Award,” bestowed by

Continued from Page 1

SCIU's contracts were the first for a predomi-
nantly Latino workforce in Sonoma County.

She and Newman later divorced and Alicia
moved on to work with SEIU, the Hotel and Res-
taurant Workers and the California Nurses Asso-
ciation.

Alicia has been an activist working on many
issues affecting the Latino community as well as
an advocate for nonviolence. Throughout her
career she would speak to students to pass on
her father's message of the importance of educa-
tion and to empower them to work for a better life
for themselves and others.

She is a founding member of Pueblos Unidos
and the Instituto Sanchez-Mendoza that pro-
motes leadership development of immigrant
workers through participatory education. She is a
longtime member of Mujeres Unidas, which ad-
dresses Latino issues. She is active in Women in
Black, demonstrating every Friday for nonvio-
lence.

She is now married to Bernie Hovden, with
whom she has a 14-year-old son Joshua and
lives in Sebastopol.

For a_fuller version of Alicia’s life
story please visit our website at:

www.aclusonoma.org/

Continued from Page 1

Death Penalty Focus for her work to abolish
the death penalty.
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ACLU, Santa Rosa
police chief discuss
car impounds
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Schwedhelm said he was satisfied
with current policies but agreed to look at
documentation ACLU will provide.

The meeting was one of several the
police chief held with civic groups that

had protested the impoundment policy.
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Free to Be is a Santa Rosa-based nonprofit
whose purpose is to teach abstinence-only to
students in grades 7-12. It claims to have
taught in almost every middle and high school
in Sonoma County (see our website for the list
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of schools).

ACLU-NC obtained a copy of what Free to

! Be teaches and the methods used through a

request to Petaluma Schools after a request to
Free to Be was unproductive.

Last May 5, the Sonoma County Office of
Education notified all 40 Sonoma County
school districts that Free To Be violated state
law and should not be taught in public schools.

California law requires that all sex education
be medically accurate, free of bias and compre-
hensive, including age-appropriate information
about abstinence, condoms, sexually transmit-
ted infections and contraception in grades 7-12.
Included is the requirement that students be
taught that abstinence is the only certain way to
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avoid unintended pregnancy.

On June 3.the ACLU-NC wrote all Sonoma
County school districts asking that they stop
teaching abstinence-only education and has
been working with some to update their sexual
education program to comply with state law.

A study published in the April 2008 Journal of
Adolescent Health shows that students who
received comprehensive sex education were
half as likely to become pregnant as students
who received abstinence-only sex education?
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| want to come to the ACLU of Sonoma County’s
2010 Awards Ceremony & Annual Dinner
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Friday, April 9t 5:30 p.m.

Santa Rosa Veterans Memorial Auditorium 1351 Maple Avenue

RESERVATIONS HELD AT DOOR:

$40 ($25 LOW INCOME) THROUGH MARCH 30TH - APRIL1ST AND LATER: $50 ($30 LOW INCOME)

NUMBER OF RESERVATIONS
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| WANT TO BE A SPONSOR:
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SPONSORS RECEIVE 2 ADMISSIONS WITH RESERVED SEATS, WINE WITH MEAL AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT IN PROGRAM

SPONSOR $150: INCLUDES BUSINESS CARD SI1ZE AD IN PROGRAM (ENCLOSE CARD)

1 .
SILVER LEVEL SPONSOR $200: $ ! + . ) &2 PAGE ADS:
B $ 1 * B&W camera Ready PDF
GOLD LEVEL SPONSOR $250: $ 1'¢ - $  #, OR JPEG Formats
| WANT TO BRING EXTRA GUESTS TO SIT WITH ME: $75 EACH 300-600 P

ADS & OTHER WAYS TO SUPPORT THE SONOMA CHAPTER.
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| WILL PLACE AN AD IN THE PROGRAM: &( $
2-/o0.-/ 143§ -1
| WILL BRING A RAFFLE PRIZE

| CAN’T COME BUT | WANT TO HELP THE CHAPTER:
I CANNOT ATTEND BUT WILL SPONSOR $100: &( $ D JLEE T #, $

1#
HERE’S A DONATION TO HELP KEEP THE SONOMA CHAPTER STRONG

For information: (707) 765-5005 www.aclusonoma.org

Send check to: ACLU of Sonoma County P.O. Box 14181, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
ADMISSION TO THE AWARDS CEREMONY ONLY: $35 AT THE DOOR @ 7:15 P.M.
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. An important success at this point has been
the court's recognition that the Committee for
Immigrant Rights has standing to sue these
agencies and individual officers for injunctive
relief, assuming the facts are as they have
been alleged. The relief being sought is an
order to stop the unlawful practices (the Com-
mittee does not seek to win monetary dam-
ages).

The federal and local governments have
attempted to persuade the court that the plain-
tiffs’ allegations are too vague or fail to meet
the standards to sue for violations of equal
protection, due process and the Fourth Amend-
ment. The complaint has been amended to
meet some of these objections, while others
remain to be decided by the judge. The federal
and local governments have also claimed that
the court must defer to the ICE interpretation of
the statutes and regulations that govern its
practice, such as the detention of individuals in
jail without any showing of probable cause or
flight risk. The ACLU has argued that the court
must not defer to an unreasonable interpreta-
tion.

A hearing on these arguments is set for Feb.
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19. If the judge approves the complaint, the
case will move into the fact-finding stage with
discovery of records and determination of which
claims may move forward to trial, based on the
evidence.

ACLU of Sonoma County
Board of Directors

Marty McReynolds, Chair
Rick Coshnear, Vice Chair
Nancy Palandati, Secretary
Marcus Borgman, Treasurer
Steve Fabian,
ACLU-NC Representative
Ann Gray Byrd
Patricia W. Hall
Evan Livingstone
Judith Volkart

The ACLU of Sonoma County
meets the 3rd Monday of the
month at 7 p.m. Come join us!

Peace & Justice Center
460 Sebastopol Ave., Santa Rosa

(Continued from Page 1)
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Sonoma Civil Liberties is a publication of the Sonoma
County Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union, an
affiliate of the ACLU of Northern California and a nonprofit
organization. Publication is four times each year — Spring,
Summer, Fall, Winter. Content represents the views of
Sonoma County ACLU and its Board of Directors.
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