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      The ACLU of Northern California filed suit in September in U.S. Dis-

trict Court in San Francisco to stop the unconstitutional seizure by the 

Sonoma County Sheriff=s Department of Latino residents who are 

handed over to immigration authorities for deportation . 

The suit targets the County of So-

noma, Sheriff Bill Cogbill, Deputy Sheriff 

Morris E. Salkin, the branch of the De-

partment of Homeland Security known 

as ICE (Immigration and Customs En-

forcement), and several of its agents.                                   

      It was filed on behalf of Sonoma 

Countyõs Committee for Immigrant 

Rights and three young Latino men de-

tained in Sonoma County in 2006 and 

2007, Francisco Sanchez Lopez, Christ-

yan Sonato Vega and Sammy Medel 

Moyado. The suit is led by Julia Harumi 

Mass of the ACLU-NC with pro bono sup-

port by Latham & Watkins LLP. 

      A key role in launching the suit was 

played by Sonoma Chapter Board Member 

Rick Coshnear, who is also active in the 

Committee for Immigrant Rights. 

     òRick brought the issue to ACLU-NC and 

has been instrumental in bringing it to-

gether,ó said Julia Harumi Mass. òHe has 

participated in strategy discussions and 

provided important support to our legal 

research. He has been indispensable in 

terms of client contact and fact develop-

ment.õ 
                     (Continued on page 2) 

 

     Starting with the Petaluma Pro-

gressive Festival in September, 

volunteers from the Sonoma Chap-

ter got out the word on ACLU posi-

tions ð a òYesó vote on Proposition 

5 and òNoó on Propositions 4,6, 8 

and 9.  

     The chapter printed and distrib-

uted thousands of fliers and could 

be found every weekend at farm-

ers markets throughout the county 

(including during the rain). 

     òPassing out fliers allowed us to 

have a meaningful conversations 

with a lot of people who were un-

sure of how to vote and confused 

on the propositions,ó said Board 

Member Steve Fabian. While most 

of the people were glad to see and 

talk to the volunteers, the owner of 

the Windsor farmers market con-

sistently attempted to deny the 

chapter the First Amendment right 

to pass out the fliers. Undeterred, 

the chapter returned to peacefully 

distribute them. 

     The results in Sonoma County 

were heartening: Proposition 4 

(parental consent for abortions) 

lost 66.7 percent  to 33.3 percent, 

Proposition 6 (increased penalties 

and decrease of rights to criminal 

defendants) lost 77.4 percent to 

22.6 percent, Proposition 8 

(outlawing same-sex marriage) lost 

66.4 percent to 33.6 percent, and 

Proposition 9 (reducing criminal 

defendantsõ rights) lost 53.8 per-

cent to 46.2 percent. 

     Proposition 5 (reform of sen-

tencing laws, which the ACLU sup-

ported) was the only proposition 

where Sonoma voters rejected the 

ACLU position, 55.8 percent to 

44.2 percent.  

  

     The Sonoma Chap-

terõs Awards Celebration 

and Annual Dinner will 

feature keynote speaker 

Julia Harumi Mass, staff 

attorney for the ACLU of 

Northern California and 

lead attorney in the ACLU-

NCõs lawsuit against the 

Sonoma County Sheriffõs  

Department and the Immi-

gration and Customs En-

forcement (ICE) agency. 

   Her keynote address, 

De-ICEing the Sheriff: The 

ACLU Sues the Sonoma 

Sheriff & U.S. Immigra-

tion, will discuss the law-

suit and the ramifications 

on civil liberties at both 

the local and national 

level. This celebration is 

the Sonoma Chapterõs 

only fundraising event and 

is always an interesting 

and fun occasion. This is 

your opportunity to have a 

great evening and support 

your local chapter. This 

year it will be held at the 

Santa Rosa Veterans Me-

morial Auditorium. 

   Born in Bellflower, 

Calif., Julia received her 

BA in philosophy at Reed 

College and attended law 

school at UCLA. 

    òFrom an early age, 

I've been concerned about 

civil liberties,ó she said. 

òMy mother, who was a 

Japanese American citizen 

in Los Angeles during 

World War II, was incarcer- 
   (Continued on Page 2) 
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       The suit alleges that the collabora-

tive operations of the Sheriff-supervised 

MAGNET unit (Multi-Agency Gang En-

forcement Team) with ICE have involved 

numerous instances of racial profiling 

and the detention of young Latino men 

without reasonable suspicion that they 

have committed any crime.  

      It alleges that the young men, once 

detained by a MAGNET officer, were held 

for questioning by an ICE agent without 

reasonable suspicion of being in viola-

tion of immigration law. Both the unwar-

ranted initial detention and its unreason-

able prolongation are violations of the 

U.S. Constitutionõs Fourth Amendment. 

       Beyond the racial profiling of young 

Latino men, the collaborations involve 

the unlawful holding of the men at the 

Sonoma County jail without criminal 

charges. This is ostensibly done under 

the authority of a section from the Code 

of Federal Regulations governing orders 

known as immigration detainers. That 

section, however, depends on a statute 

that only permits such detainers for peo-

ple arrested for controlled substance 

violations.  ICE agents place the detain- 

ers on people held for traffic misde-

meanors and other relatively petty of-

fenses, as well as young Latinos held 

with no criminal charges at all. Sheriff 

Cogbill has honored the ICE detainers 

despite being notified that they have no 

statutory authority. 

     The Immigration and Nationality Act 

contains protections for people arrested 

without a warrant for violation of the civil 

law of illegal presence in the United 

States. These arrestees must be brought 

before an examining officer and in-

formed of their rights and any allegations 

against them, and informed of their right 

to a bond determination òwithout unnec-

essary delay.ó Using immigration  detain-

ers to hold people in jail for several days 

before transferring them to ICE custody 

undermines these protections ---  a tactic 

convenient for MAGNET and ICE but 

unlawful. 

In addition to claims based on the 

Fourth Amendment freedom from unrea-

sonable search and seizure, the lawsuit 

brings claims based on due process and 

equal protection violations, and a claim 

of conspiracy on the part of the sheriff, 

his agents in MAGNET, and ICE, to vio-

late these rights. The conspiracy seeks 

to remove the young men from the com-

munity without the due process protec-

tions of criminal procedure.  

It is much harder to fight violations of 

Fourth Amendment rights in the deporta-

tion courts than in the criminal courts, so 

the channeling of the young men into 

deportation, rather than state courts for 

crimes, avoids judicial review of police 

misconduct. When MAGNET and ICE de-

tain a young man who is not a gang 

member or criminal in order to deport 

him,  as they have done here, there is 

virtually no authority reviewing the sei-

zures to put a stop to them. 

 

Rick Coshnear, Sonoma County board 

member active in the Committee for 

Immigrant Rights, addresses a rally in 

Santa Rosa in 2008. 

(Continued from Page 1)   

-ated with her family in this countryõs 

internment camps as a child. She was 

active in the redress movement and I 

learned about governmental abuses of 

power, race discrimination and our con-

stitutional promise of equality before the 

law as a child.ó  

      Since joining the ACLU in 2003, Julia 

has worked on a variety of civil rights and 

civil liberties issues involving criminal 

justice and the rights of students, immi-

grants and public employees. In 2005, 

she worked to bring home two American 

citizens the U.S. government refused to 

allow to return from Pakistan without 

submitting to interrogation and a lie-

detector test. 

       In the last two years, Julia has been 

Involved    in   monitoring    immigration- 

      The 0ctober 22nd Coalition of 

Sonoma County will hold a protest 

march on Friday, 

Feb. 13, to call for a 

ban on police use of 

stun guns (Tasers). 

     Protesters will assemble at 

5:30 p.m. in Santa Rosaõs Court-

house Square and march to the 

Sonoma County Sheriffõs Office.  

  The ACLU of Northern California 

has recommended legislation to 

permit the use of Tasers only as 

an alternative to deadly force and 

the adoption of guidelines to 

strictly regulate the number and 

duration of Taser shocks.  

enforcement practices, including a 

lawsuit on behalf of a young American 

boy who was held in immigration de-

tention with his father in March 2007. 

Before joining the ACLU, Julia worked 

as a union lawyer in Pasadena and 

clerked for the Honorable Warren J. 

Ferguson on the U.S. Court of Appeals 

for the Ninth Circuit.  

          The awards celebration and 

annual dinner will once again feature 

the presentation of the Jack Green 

Civil Liberties Award and a sit-down 

dinner with a three-course lasagna 

and pesto dinner by Art Ibleto, The 

Pasta King. Bring a friend who has 

never been an ACLU member and 

weõll sign them up for free! This is 

always a great evening. Be there! 



Winter 2009                                                                                                                                                                                     Page  3 

 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

JULIA  HARUMI  MASS  
Lead Attorney of ACLUôs lawsuit against the Sonoma County Sheriff 

& the Immigration & Customs Enforcement agency  

De-ICEing the Sheriff: The ACLU Sues  
the Sonoma Sheriff & U.S. Immigration  

 

Reservations held at the door - For information: (707) 765 -5005  www.aclusonoma.org  

Never been an ACLU Member?  Pay to come to the event and join the ACLU for FREE!  

Send check with this form to: ACLU of Sonoma County, P.O. Box 14181, Santa Rosa, California  95402  

N AME (S): ___________________________________________________________________________  TELEPHONE : ___________ 

A DDRESS : __________________________________________  C ITY : ______________________________  Z IP : ____________ 

E-M AIL : _______________________________________________  NO. D INNERS  $35 ($45 AFTER  M ARCH  15 TH):_____   

L OW  INCOME  $20 ($25 AFTER  MARCH  15 TH):_____ 

 

I WANT  TO  COME  AND  BE  A SPONSOR  - A LL  SPONSORS  RECEIVE  2 ADMISSIONS , RESERVED  SEATS  AND  ACKNOWLEDGMENT  IN  

PROGRAM  
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     Need a stimulating program for your 

community group or classroom? 

    ACLU of Sonoma County has speakers 

who  can come and discuss the ACLU, civil 

liberties issues or rights of students. 

      Call us at 765-5005 and weõll be there! 

 The Board of Directors of ACLU of 
Sonoma County meets the third 

Tuesday of each month  
at 7 p.m. at the Peace & Justice 

Center, 467 Sebastopol Ave., 
Santa Rosa, 95401. Come join us!  

Sonoma Civil Liberties  
Marty McReynolds,  Editor  

BECOME AN ONLINE ACTIVIST 

     Receive e-mails updating 

you on important civil liber-

ties issues and allowing you 

to send free faxes instantly 

to local, state, and national 

leaders as the issues arise. 

     Itõs easy, fast and effec-

tive! 

     Your e-mail address will 

not be given to others 

To sign up, go to our web-

site ñ  

www.aclusonoma.org 

and click on òSign up for 

Action Alerts.ó 

 

Board Members  

 

Marty McReynolds,  Chair   
Judith Volkart, Vice Chair  

Nancy Palandati, Secretary  
 Janet Russell, , Treasurer  

Steve Fabian, ACLU-NC Representative  
Ann Gray Byrd  

Rick Coshnear  

Evan Livingstone  

Lisa Maldonado  

 
Sonoma Civil Liberties is a publication of 

the Sonoma County Chapter of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, an affiliate of the ACLU 

of Northern California, a not - for -profit organi-
zation. Publication is four times each year ï 

Summer, Fall, Winter and Spring.  Contact 
ACLU of Sonoma County at P.O. Box 1411, 

Santa Rosa CA 95402, (707) 765 - 5005 
or www.aclusonoma.org.  
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One more thing! New 
board members are 
needed. If youôre in-

terested, phone  
765-5005 and leave a 

message.  
Thanks!  


