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    A civil rights award  

will be presented to a 

well-known Sonoma 

County activist, and a 

noted ACLU attorney 

will speak on reproduc-

tive rights at your chap-

terôs annual awards din-

ner on March 28. 

    According to dinner 

chairman, Steve Fabian, 

the event will feature a 

buffet by Art ñThe Pasta 

Kingò Ibleto. 

    Immediately preced-

ing the dinner, there will 

be a no-host cocktail 

gathering with music. 

    This event is your 

ACLU chapterôs primary 

fundraiser, providing 

monies to publish four 

newsletters   each     year  
(see ñDinnerò on Page 2)  

By STEVE FABIAN  

    Long-time human 

rights activist Elizabeth 

Stinson is this yearôs 

recipient of the Jack 

Green Civil Liberties 

Award, presented by the 

Sonoma County Chapter 

of the American Civil 

Liberties Union. 
   

    Stinson has been di-

rector of the Sonoma 

County Peace and Jus-

tice Center since No-

vember 2001. As such, 

she has expanded the 

centerôs role as a meet-

ing place and resource 

for   local   human  rights 

Annual awards ceremony  

and dinner set for March 28  
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IMMIGRATION ISSUES 

  Should Sonoma become a ôCounty of Refuge?õ 
 By RICK COSHNEAR  
    Your ACLU Chapterôs 

Board of Directors has joined 

in a movement to have the 

Board of Supervisors declare 

Sonoma a ñCounty of Refugeò 

for immigrants living here. 

    The draft ordinance, mod-

eled  on   the    San   Francisco 

 COMMENTARY  
 

ordinance creating a ñCity 

and County of Refugeò there, 

is spearheaded by the Com-

mittee for Immigrant Rights 

of Sonoma County, and as-

sisted by several religious 

congregations and labor or-

ganizations. 

    The impact of such an 

ordinance in Sonoma County 

would be to divorce the work 

of local government employ-

ees from federal agency duty 

to enforce the immigration 

laws. 
(See òRefugeó on Page 2) 
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Reproductive  

Freedom  

To be topic  
 

By SHERI GRAVES 

    W h e n  M a r g a r e t 

ñMaggieò Crosby talks 

about reproductive rights 

at Sonoma Countyôs 

ACLU dinner meeting on 

March 28, she will be 

speaking from a long his-

tory of battling the war 

against individual choice. 

    Her address, ñBack to 

the Future? The New Su-

preme Court Upholds a 

Criminal Abortion Law,ò 

will seek to answer the 

question: ñIs the right to 

legal abortion in danger?ò 

    The short answer, of 

course, is ñYes.ò 

    Crosby will discuss the 

first abortion decision 

from the  post-Sandra  Day   
(See ñCrosbyò on Page 5)  

Peace and Justice Centerõs director 

Elizabeth Stinson to be honored 

 

ELIZABETH STINSON  

groups, including ACLU. 

Also, through her role at 

the center, she has worked  
 (See òStinsonó on Page 8) 
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Sonoma Civil Liberties is a publication of the 

Sonoma County Chapter of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, an affiliate of the ACLU of Northern 
California and a non-profit organization. Publication is 
four times each year ï Summer, Fall, Winter, Spring. 
Content represents the views of Sonoma County 
ACLU and its Board of Directors, which meets the 
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Peace & 
Justice Center, 467 Sebastopol Ave., Santa Rosa CA 
95401. Contact Sonoma County ACLU at P.O. Box 
14181, Santa Rosa CA 95402; (707) 765-5005; 

www.aclusonoma.org. 

  

 

 

Printed on Recycled Paper  

Dinner  

    Want to serve on your ACLU chap-

terõs Board of Directors?  

    Election of a new board is one of 

the important tasks of the member-

ship at the annual awards dinner on 

March 28.   

    The newly -elected board will meet 

in April to elect new officers.  

    Any member of the Sonoma 

County Chapter of ACLU may be 

nominated by any other member to 

serve on the board.  

    The nomination form and instruc-

tions may be found on the chapterõs 

Web page at www.sonomaaclu.org.    

(Continued from Page 1) 

as well as paying for designing, 

printing and distributing bro-

chures, flyers and other infor-

mational materials.  

    Additionally, the chapter 

needs operational funds to pay 

for everything from postage 

and Web page expenses to tele-

phone, rent and other costs.  

    Donõt miss the flyer on Page 

3 and the mail -back forms on 

Page 4. Send in your reserva-

tions today!   

Annual meeting  

includes election  

State Departments ñVisa Bulletinò and the 

comparative delays in priority dates for 

legal immigration provide evidence of 

bias. 

ôCounty of Refugeõ 
 

(Continued from Page 1)  

    ñWhy,ò you may ask, ñshould ACLU 

members support this movement? 

        To answer this question, we first must 

consider whether U.S. immigration law, 

as it currently exists, should be enforced 

at all. Some citizens believe the current 

law is akin to the Refugee Slave Act or 

Jim Crow laws and should be resisted by 

all on the basis of ethics and morality.  
    

    Another consideration is whether local 

law enforcement agencies should be in-

volved in the enforcement of federal laws. 

Some citizens believe local law enforce-

ment officers should be enforcing local 

and state laws, while federal laws should 

be enforced by federal agents. 
    

    The ACLU is concerned that, histori-

cally, U.S. immigration law and policy 

always has been tainted by racial and 

ethnic prejudice. One glaring example is 

the Chinese Exclusion Act of the 19th and 

early 20th centuries. Another is the Na-

tional Origins Quota legislation of the 

1920s and the subsequent treatment of 

Jewish refugees from Europeôs impend-

ing holocaust. 
     

    Today, racial-ethnic disparities in the 
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Harry Belafonte , entertainer and civil rights activist, was honored by 
the Northern California Affiliate of the American Civil Liberties Union at 
a lavish ºBill of Rights Day» reception in San Francisco on Dec. 4. 
Among Sonoma County Chapter board members there to celebrate with 
him were Ann Gray Byrd (above), Rick Coshnear, Steve Fabian, Sheri 
Graves and Marty McReynolds. Former board members Wayne Gibb and 
Jane McCann also were there.                                 ¹ Photo by Steve Fabian  

http://www.aclusonoma.org/

